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The joints were carefully washed with nitre and water
and then by various devices pushed into close contact
before the blocks were clamped.1 The extreme concern
which the Greeks gave to the matter of dressing the joints
is well exhibited in the very detailed specifications for en-
larging the pavement about the Temple of Zeus at Leba-
deia.2 Here we find indicated the character of the tooling,
the measurements for the marginal dressing and a manifest
anxiety for close-fitting joints.

Similar care was exhibited in all Greek marble construc-
tion during the classic and Hellenistic period.

4. METALS. Metals, though not extensively used in
Greek architecture, were nevertheless of importance for
constructive as well as for decorative purposes. In stone
and marble buildings metal clamps and dowels were em-
ployed from a very early period. These were usually
made of iron, sometimes of bronze, and held in place by
means of molten lead. The holes through which the lead
was poured may be readily discovered upon blocks from
ruined buildings." Iron was also occasionally used for the
reenforcement of stone when insufficiently strong. An
excellent example of this may be found at the Olympieion
at Akragas.3 In this gigantic structure the epistyle blocks
were not long enough or strong enough to bear the super-
incumbent weight. Hence, between the intercolumnia-
tions bars of iron were employed to aid in the support of
the entablature. Wrought iron-work of a high quality
was used by the Greeks who, from the days of Homer*4
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